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Growing Students - Building Futures
Welcome Back!

Dear Bradley County Schools Students,
Staff, Parents and Community
Members:
I would like to take this opportunity
to say I am honored and excited to
be a part
of such
a great
community. Our
belief as
a District
is based
on the
belief that
every child
can and
will attain
the education and skills necessary to
achieve their dreams of a meaningful
and bright future. In focusing on our
goals of increasing attendance, graduation rate and ACT scores; I believe our
students will develop skills necessary
for today as well as the future.
As you read this newsletter, you will
(See Camps page 5)
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Pictured above - Drawing of the PIE Innovation Center (former American Uniform Building). Bradley County
Schools and area Business and Industry partners look to move education and training into the 21st Century.

PIE Innovation Center

The beginning steps underway to bring a brand new way to train students
It all started with a dream: Take a former manufacturing facility with good bones and
convert it into a place of innovation where students can learn in unique ways, experience
real world job placement, and earn credentials for next steps in college and career. On July
27, 2017, Bradley County closed on the purchase of the former American Uniform Building
establishing the first official step toward the creation of the Partners in Industry and Education Innovation Center. The PIE Innovation Center is born.
Bradley County’s vision of Growing Students, Building Futures is at the heart of the PIE
Innovation Center’s purpose. The PIE Innovation Center will create an innovative student
experience through collaboration with business, industry and nonprofit organizations
changing learning pathways, providing
experiential learning in STEM, embedded work-based learning experiences
and promotion of design thinking.
The 288,000 square foot building will
be the home of an academy of innovative learning incorporating STEM
and Career and Technical Education
programming, partner lease spaces for
work related experiences, and GOAL
Academy.
The value of partnerships, reflected in
the building name, has already been
Unplug Presentation at the BCHS/WVHS football game. Find out
more about @stayconnectedbc on page 5.
demonstrated as Santek and Wright
Brothers came together to donate services for the removal of the debris from the building
on August 17-18, 2017. Exciting next steps for the project include a site survey, then design
development with Architect, David Hudson of Artech Design Group.

District News

Bradley County In-Service
How Teachers Can Change Lives

“High expectations transcend all barriers.” That is the message Larry
Bell delivered during his Special Feature session for Bradley County
Schools on August 2nd. “High expectations will allow you to capitalize
on diversity and to make a difference with any child,” he said. “There
is not a child they can put in front of you that you can’t reach and
teach.”
Bradley County Schools will be participating in becoming a Larry Bell
trained schools. Information will be available soon.

Larry Bell speaks to Bradley County Schools employees at in-service August 2nd.

WVHS JumboTron

Walker Valley is thrilled to be receiving a Jumbotron for our football
field. It will greatly enhance the atmosphere of football games. It
will also incorporate our AV production classes. They will create
and install images and video clips to be inserted into the program to
be used on Friday nights and in the end they will run it as well. Not
only will it be used for game night but we plan to use the screen for
opportunities such as movie nights. Clubs and organizations can plan
a movie night as a fundraiser. Everyone can bring their lawn chairs
and watch a jumbo movie. It will also be a huge asset for graduation.
Students pictures can be placed on the screen as they walk across the
stage. Many possibilities exist with this new piece of equipment
(See WVHS Jumbotron Page 5)

Follow Bradley County
Schools on Social Media
Facebook.com/
Bradleycountyschools

@BradleySchools
@BradleySchools

Mega-Tron makes
debut at BCHS
Friday night football has always been deeply entrenched
in tradition and pageantry. Bradley Central High School
has proceeded to introduce a new tradition at football
games with the addition of a Jumbotron video wall
display attached to the scoreboard at Bear Stadium. The
bright display featuring live video of the game as well
as the animated graphics announcing great plays and
encouraging the crowd to get into the game and make
some noise was a huge hit on the inaugural evening of
its first use. The “Mega-Tron” as it is been endearingly
named by the BCHS broadcasting students, is quite large
and is tied into the sound system giving the complete
audio/visual experience once only found at professional
stadiums across the country. Training was provided to
the staff and students of the BCHS broadcasting program
just days before the first usage of the video wall. NEVCO,
a scoreboard company based out of Greeneville, Illinois
completed the installation and provided the training
which offered a jump start on understanding how to
operate it and make any event in the stadium that much
more fun. BCHS students Dakota McClure and Tara Davis
did a wonderful job of learning and incorporating it into
the football game spectacle. Not only do they run the
Mega-Tron during the game, but they also produce the
animated visual content that is used. The broadcasting
students have been working on the creation of hype
videos that feature the football team, cheerleaders and
marching band as well as dozens of animated shorts to
illuminate great plays on the field such as a touchdown,
big hit or a turnover. It has become a wonderful addition
to an already elaborate and festive setup for Bear Stadium. If you would like to use the Mega-Tron to advertise
your business or messages, please contact Turner Jackson
at BCHS for more information. Login to www.BCHS.tv and
watch the BCHS football live-stream.

Start of School Pictures
Growing Students

Building Futures

Attend Today, Achieve Tomorrow

Attend today, Achieve tomorrow. Attendance is key to success and one of Bradley County Schools’ focus goals for the 2017/2018
school year. Bradley Central and Walker Valley are taking the goal to decrease chronic absenteeism serious! Each school presented
an advisory lesson with a message from Dr. Cash along with each student signing a commitment to “Attend” card. We understand
that what you miss today makes it harder to learn tomorrow!
Here’s the link to Dr. Cash’s message to students. - Dr. Cash Attendance Video.

County Spotlights

What are YOU
plugged into?

Read 20 - Making Reading Fun
Click Here for more info
(From WVHS Jumbotron Page 2)
and we are thrilled to have it! “We are very excited about
the new Jumbotron at Walker Valley High School’s football
stadium. This will benefit all our athletic teams through advertisements that can possibly help fund our athletic programs,”
states WVHS Athletic Director Mike Turner. “ It will also
enhance the athletic experience for our athletes. Walker Valley
High School Athletics would like to thank Dr. Linda Cash and
the Bradley County Board of Education for this great addition
to our facility.”

Welcome to our
new BCS Employees

We would like to welcome the sixty-eight new teachers,
staff, maintenance, and assistants to Bradley County Schools.
Thanks to all of our staff members for all that you do!

Student Leaders from Bradley Central and Walker Valley High
School are continuing to spread their message on the impact of
positive choices and drug awareness in their schools and community. This initiative was started with a group of students and a
huge “kick off” event that took place at Walker Valley’s stadium.
The student leadership team has already been hard at work
meeting and planning for the 2017-2018 school year. The leadership team officially has a name, UNPLUG! Follow Unplug on social
media - Twitter/Snap Chat - @stayconnectedbc
Here is the link to the @stayconnectedbc video that debuted at
BC/WV football game. Stay Connected to Positivity
(From Director page 1)
see evidence of teachers, administrators and staff who are promoting success for our students. Beginning in Elementary School our
teachers and staff have a common aim of doing what is best for
students. All of Bradley County Schools are invested in the future
of our students. Our staff gives their time, talent and treasures to
ensure we work to unlock the potential of our students.
Our focus in Bradley County Schools remains constant. We believe
all children can learn. We care about each and every student,
and we aim to show it by providing our best efforts as teachers,
administrators, mentors, and advocates to our entire student
population. Our schools must continue to be safe places where
students are engaged, challenged to meet the standards necessary
for college or a career, and where fun is definitely encouraged. We
want students to build productive and sustaining relationships, and
know that our sole purpose is to support them as they become the
productive citizens we know they can be.
I am excited about what is to come and I hope that you are too.
Delivering excellence is still our top priority and I look forward to
achieving that goal together.
Thank you, Linda Cash

New District Mathematics
Coordinator Beth Fugate

Scott Webb, Instructional
Technology Coordinator

By Traci Blackburn, ELA Coordinator

By Holly Black, WVHS

We would like to welcome Beth Fugate as Bradley County’s new
Math Coordinator. She will be working with teachers across our
district from grades K-12.

In June, Bradley County Schools hired long-time Broadcast
Journalism teacher from Walker Valley High School, Scott Webb,
as the new Instructional Technology Coordinator. Without
missing a beat, Scott transitioned smoothly into his new role
as though he had been preparing for this all along. The district
saw immediate positive results from his
first day on the job, and he continues to
make tremendous impacts throughout our
schools each day.

Beth has been in education for 12 years and has been teaching
Mathematics at Walker Valley for the past
5 years. She loves her “Fugate Babies”
and strives to develop and maintain
positive, nurturing relationships with each
one of her students. The decision to leave
the classroom and take on this new role
was made with much prayer and consideration, but she is eager to support fellow
educators in our district and share her
love and passion for the classroom from
this new perspective.

Scott started his career at Bradley Junior
High School in the fall of 1996. He moved
to Walker Valley when the school opened
in the fall of 2001. He was the head
football coach from 2002-2006 and taught
business and broadcast classes during his
tenure there.

Mrs. Fugate graduated from Middle Tennessee State University with a Bachelor’s
When Scott was asked if it had been diffidegree in Mathematics and a Master’s
cult to transition out of the classroom he
of Science in Teaching Mathematics. You
said, “The transition out of the classroom
Beth Fugate, Math Coordinator and
might say she LOVES MATHEMATICS! She
has not been easy. I miss the interaction
Scott Webb, Instructional Technology Coordinator
taught in Rutherford County for 7 years
with students. I guess that I will always
before moving to the Cleveland community. She is a member of
miss that part of being a teacher. Students are awesome and
the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics and has taught
incredibly fun to work with. This job gives me the opportunity
everything from Algebra I to Advanced Placement Calculus.
to help all students, so what I give up in the daily interaction, I
get back by helping ALL students. I will always consider myself a
She and her husband Matt have been married for almost 10
classroom teacher first.”
years. They enjoy traveling together along with their dog, a
Miniature Schnauzer named Kylie. They spend a lot of time
I asked Scott what has been the biggest challenge in his new
hanging out at the lake together with their family.
technology position and he replied, “My biggest challenge so far
for me is the unknown. I told someone the other day, ‘I don’t
Mrs. Fugate desires to be an advocate and support for our
know what I don’t know.’ Just like that first year of teaching,
district. Her goal is to listen to all questions or concerns and to
you really have to experience the job to understand it. No one
find accurate and appropriate resources to support educators
can tell you everything that the job entails. You have to learn a
in their instructional practices. She is passionate about great
lot of it from just doing it. Learning how the Instructional Techmathematical instruction, and her ultimate goal is to promote
nology department operates, where we can improve, and how
the growth and development of Mathematics for Bradley
to continue to push the district forward with technology are all
County Schools.
things we, as a department, are learning together. I couldn’t be
more excited about the department and my new position.”
Mission Statement:
The mission of the Bradley County School System is to provide
In regards to where he sees BCS Technology moving in the fuan educational opportunity for every student to excel.
ture? “There is a real buzz about technology and our transition
Vision Statement:
to Google Apps for Education. I see and hear that excitement
Growing Students – Building Futures
every day. Our biggest areas of needs are still devices for all
We Believe:
students, increasing our WIFI capacity, and more technology
By inspiring excellence, all students will realize their worth
training opportunities. And that’s the plan… This school year we
and potential.
will add more devices to our schools than ever before, upgrade
By inspiring excellence in learning, all students will be college
the WIFI at all schools, and offer teachers more training than
and career ready.
ever before. That’s just the start. I’m excited about where we
By providing an academically rigorous and relevant education,
are about to go as a district.”
all students will excel.
Subscribe to the Director’s
By becoming a leader, all students will develop character
View
Newsletter - Click Here
and confidence.

Google Classroom - Classroom Collaboration and Communication

We have officially started our Bradley County school year as a
Google District. With this new beginning, there have been many
discussions about all of the resources
made possible through this program. As
educators, we find ourselves trying to
figure out how to incorporate these tools
into our classrooms. At times, it can be
a bit overwhelming to decipher which
ones are best to use in our own specific
class settings. However, the one that has
proved itself as being most beneficial
in implementing Google apps is Google
Classroom. At first glance, it appears like
a simpler form of Facebook. The main
page shows a stream with the option to
post comments. Some teachers have compared its capabilities
to that of Edmodo. Even though these comparisons are close in
description, Google Classroom cannot be described as, sim-

ply, another app. The value of Google Classroom is the way it
brings all of these wonderful Google apps together for a fluid
form of classroom instruction and engagement. It has become a unified hub
that allows all of my Google apps to be
streamlined into my classroom to each
individual student. Google Classroom is a
central location for my students to gather
information that produces more engaging learning experiences. When you
use Google Classroom along with other
Google and third party apps, the possibilities are endless. Because of this tool, I
am able to communicate with individual
students while also relaying valuable
information to the entire class. I can upload slides, documents,
images, and videos for my students in one location. It can be
(See Classroom page 8)

School Attendance: A Key to Success

One of the most important things your child can do to
achieve academic success is also one of the most basic: going
to school every day. In fact, research has shown that your
child’s attendance record may be the biggest factor influencing her academic success.
Benefits of daily attendance
By attending class regularly, your child is more likely to keep
up with the daily lessons and assignments, and take quizzes
and tests on time.
There are other benefits as well:
• Achievement: Students who attend school regularly are
more likely to acquire reading and math skills and pass assessments than students who don’t attend school regularly.
Research show attendance is the key to academic success
• Opportunity: Being in school every day gives students a
chance to learn more and be prepared for career opportunities.
• Being part of the school community: Just by being present at school, your child is learning how to be a good citizen by participating
in the school community, learning valuable social skills, and developing a broader world view.
• The importance of education: Your commitment to school attendance will also send a message to your child that education is a priority for your family. Students will learn that going to school every day is a critical part of educational success, and that it’s important
to take your responsibilities seriously — including going to school.
When your child misses school
So what happens when your child needs to miss school due to a medical appointment or family trip? Sometimes these situations
can’t be avoided. In such cases:
• Contact the school immediately. The absence needs to be excused, and talk with your child’s teacher to make sure your child
doesn’t fall behind on any of the lessons that she missed.
• Judge these situations carefully. Mandatory student attendance is a policy that schools take seriously. Unexcused absences will go
on a student’s permanent record; the consequences of your child missing class can include falling behind on lessons.
What you can do
As a parent or guardian, it is possible to plan ahead in order to limit your child’s absences, make school attendance a priority, and
help your child from falling behind if it is necessary to miss a day of school. You can do this in the following ways:
• Help your child get to school on time every day. Babysitting, problems with a car or late bus, and the weather are not permissible
(See Attendance page 8)

(From Classroom page 7)
used to post links to different websites that support
similar learning concepts. For anyone that has ever
attempted to give a classroom full of students a url
code, you know the blessing of having a clickable
link. Google Classroom is a platform for creating a
class conversation that goes beyond geographical
locations and time restraints. This tool gives shy
students a way to communicate with their teacher
about concepts they may be struggling with. It does
all of this while still allowing the teacher to keep everyone accountable and monitored throughout the
process. Google Classroom ties together the boundless possibilities of Google and constructs it into one
attainable, virtual location for our students. - Jeremy
Jones, WVHS, Teacher/Assistant Principal

Attendance in
Secondary Schools
Why is attendance in the secondary schools of Bradley County so important? Why is school attendance
important at any level? Is it important for those
students in elementary school? What about Pre-K or
college? Why does it matter?
It matters because it is about life. Attendance is
important because it is a life skill that each of us can
and must learn. The best way to learn is through
practice. When a student graduates from high
school, goes off to college, goes to the military or
begins their work life, attendance is one of the keys
to maintaining their employment status and subsequently, being able to provide for themselves and
their family.
Good attendance is a habit, a habit that will provide
each and every person a life skill they can build on. It
is the cornerstone of a good career and a good life.
The main focus of school is learning. I believe that
each person in school is responsible to a large degree for their learning. In order for one to learn, one
needs to be engaged, and be aware of what is going
on in the classroom. Despite working or learning
virtually, one still has the responsibility to attend and
be engaged. Attendance is not just being present,
but it means to be a part of what is going on. We
learn to be attentive, engaged and observant by
being present. If we are not attending we fall behind.
The further behind we get, the harder it is to catch
up. We need to do our best to be present at school,
and be engaged in the classroom. Who gets the
benefit from this habit? It is you.

(From Attendance page 7)
reasons to miss school. Frequently coming to school late will make it difficult
for your child to stay caught up with the first lessons of each morning. Teach
your child how to set and use an alarm clock, and keep the television turned
off in the morning.
• Follow the school’s guidelines and attendance policy, and report excused
absences immediately. At the beginning of the school year, review the
school’s rules and make sure you understand whom you need to call if your
child is going to be absent.
• Check homework. Check each night to see that your child understands and
completes the day’s homework assignments.
• Take an active role. Stay involved with your child’s daily experiences at
school by asking how the school day went, and then listening carefully to
what your child shares with you — both the successes and struggles. Make it
a point to meet your child’s teacher and friends.
• Locate potential sources of anxiety. If your child frequently appears upset
or reluctant to go to school and cannot tell you why, schedule an appointment with his or her teacher or school counselor to talk about possible
sources of the anxiety.
• Keep updated on school events and announcements. Read the school
documents that your child brings home and take note of important announcements and dates, such as back-to-school night and parent-teacher
conferences.
• Try to limit the amount of time that your child misses school due to medical appointments or illness. If possible, avoid scheduling doctor’s appointments during the school day. Allow your child to stay home only in the case
of contagious or severe illnesses.
• Schedule family events with your child’s school schedule in mind. Plan holiday celebrations or family trips during weekends or school vacations. In the
case of family emergencies or unexpected trips, talk to your child’s teacher as
far in advance as possible and set up a way that your child can work ahead or
bring important homework on the trip.
• Plan ahead. Encourage your child to prepare for the next school day by
laying out clothes the night before and helping to fix lunches.
• Promote good health. Make sure that your child eats a balanced diet with
plenty of fruits and vegetables, and has opportunities to exercise every day
through a sports team or playtime outside.
• Create a restful environment. Finally, make sure that your child can relax
before bedtime by doing something quiet like reading rather than do something stimulating, like watching television. Ensure that your child gets enough
quality sleep — ideal amounts range from 8 to 12 hours. Getting enough
sleep will help her get up on time, be refreshed in the morning, and feel
ready for a full day of learning ahead!
Students who miss days, weeks, or months of school at a time will have a
difficult time passing their courses and catching up to their peers. For older
students, prolonged absences may make it very difficult to graduate from
high school.
By making your child’s school attendance a priority, you will be taking an important step in supporting your child’s school success, and setting a good example. Remember – every day counts! Note: This information was adapted
from information on “Every Day Counts!” attendance website in 2008.
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