
Coordinated School Health in Bradley County Schools serves as a venue to provide infor-
mation about and offer assistance with health and wellness to all who are involved in our 
school district. 
We are fortunate to have support for our programs from Dr. Cash and that trickles down 
through our supervisors, administrative staff, teachers, and other staff members.
Each school has a Healthy School Team Leader on campus that meets with and works 
with those within the school to offer activities and/or information to those within their 
community.  Our HST Leaders often organize events, create bulletin boards, and work with 
colleagues to offer ways to help with this cause.
CSH works closely with Child Nutrition to ensure students have the opportunities to make 
wise food choices.  Cafeteria managers in the elementary schools even provide mini les-
sons on nutrition to help encourage students to try new healthy foods. We have partnered 
with the Bradley County Health Department and the UT Extension Agency to provide 
“Cooking Matters” classes to the 8th grade health students at OMS this year. 
CSH has numerous partners within the community that help us offer assistance to stu-
dents, teachers, and parents in the form of free vitamin vouchers, health screenings for 
grades K, 2, 4, 6, 8, and 9, vision screenings, flu vaccina-
tions, mammograms, and health care for those insured 
and those who may be uninsured through the Ronald 
McDonald Care Mobile and TeleMedicine.
We provide teachers with information on how they can 
incorporate physical activity into the classroom and still 
reinforce academics while doing so.  We offer alterna-
tive seating options for students, brain breaks in the 

(see CSH page 5)
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We often think of the word healthy 
and immediately think of eating habits 
and activity levels, but I think more in 
terms of making good life choices. As 
our children move out into the world 
our influences must be the foundation 
for good decisions. In fact, what we say 
and do sends a loud message to our 
children. In partnerships with families, 
we hope we 
are helping 
ensure the 
groundwork 
for healthy 
deci-
sion-making.

Peer pressure 
may factor 
heavily into 
the deci-
sion-making 
process regarding serious issues such 
as drinking alcohol at parties, trying 
drugs, etc. As a parent, being present 
to protect your teen from situations 
that could potentially hurt him or her is 
an intense urge but we cannot always 
be present. Equipping them with great 
decision-making skills will hopefully 
give you peace of mind.

(see Healthy Behaviors page 6)
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“House Days” at Hopewell Elementary
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Education the Disney way, YES!
Quarter Auction for the Salvation Army
BCS transitioning to G Suite for Education
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Are YOU TNReady?
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Healthy Behaviors for a Healthier Lifestyle

Coordinated School Health
Pictured above - A group of elementary students take part in a GoNoodle “Brain Breaks” as 

part of the Coordinated School Health program in the Bradley County Schools system. 
Click here to view the CSH presentation video to the Board of Education.

Helping students and teachers be more health conscience

For a preview of this month’s 
Director’s View - Click Here

https://thinkcte.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/coordinated-school-health.mp4
https://thinkcte.files.wordpress.com/2017/02/atcfeb2017.mp4
https://thinkcte.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/atcmarch2017.mp4


On March 12, twenty-three members of the Black Fox 
Singers made their dreams come true: they became official 
cast members and performers at Walt Disney World in 
Orlando, Florida. The students made the trip with their 
families, but met together at Disney Springs to get ready to 
perform their musical, “The Jungle Book”. Members of the 
Disney staff were impressed with the students’ talents and 
maturity as they prepared and performed. It was especial-
ly exciting to see vacationers stop, sing along, and cheer 
these talented students. The Black Fox Singers are directed 
by Mrs. Kristin Rader. They are pictured below at Backstage 
Disney where they prepared for their performance.

Elementary News

Thanks to a partnership with Cleveland State Community College, Tay-
lor Elementary has a Little Library outside its main entrance.  The book 
house is designed to replicate the homes of the three pigs as described 
in classic literature.  The house of straw holds books for toddlers and 
pre-K students.  The house of sticks holds picture books for children 
of all ages, and the house of bricks holds chapter books.  Cleveland 
State Professor, Mark McLeod, and his art students designed and built 
the structure with input from Taylor’s staff members.  Cleveland State’s 
maintenance department assisted with construction of the support 
structure and installation of the book house.  Taylor’s PTO officers 
have also supported the project by applying for and receiving a grant 
through Volunteer Energy Cooperative to officially register and map the 
book house through www.littlefreelibrary.org and stock it with books. 

Taylor Elementary ’s new 
Litt le Library

‘House Days’ at Hopewell 
mean hands-on STEM activities

Taylor Elementary opens their Little Library with help from Cleveland State.

LYNN VOELZ, executive director of the BCPEF, listens to Hopewell Elementary School 
students as they explain how they are learning how they can use shapes to build stur-

dy structures. The building kits were purchased with a BCPEF teacher grant.

Black Fox Singers 
ROCK  at  Disney

By CHRISTY ARMSTRONG  christy.armstrong@clevelandbanner.com
(Article from the March 12, 2017 Cleveland Daily Banner)

Students at Hopewell Elementary School are beginning to reap the 
benefits of a $5,000 grant the Bradley Cleveland Public Education 
Foundation awarded to teachers at the school earlier this academic 
year.
Friday, the school hosted a day full of activities which allowed students 
to explore science, technology, engineering and math using education-
al materials purchased with the grant.
In classrooms all over the school, students of all grades were working 
together on various activities. Many were laughing and smiling as 
they did everything from putting plastic human skeletons together to 
testing which items might sink or float in water.
“We really struggle sometimes with getting students excited about 
math and science,” fourth-grade teacher, Amanda Taylor, said. “Some-
times, it’s easy to get in a rut with our lessons as we try to teach all 

(see House Days page 5)

Subscribe to the Director’s View Newsletter 
Click Here

Join the Bradley County Schools Director’s View Distribution List.  
Stay up to date on all the great things happening in the Bradley 

County School System.  Click the link and complete the form.

http://www.littlefreelibrary.org
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Secondary News

BCS transitioning to 
G Suite for Education

Quarter Auction for the 
Salvation Army

Bradley County Schools has started the transition to G Suite 
for Education (formally known as Google Apps for Education). 
According to Daniel 
Herrera, in his arti-
cle on the EdSpire 
website, “Google 
Apps for Education 
is helping schools 
and districts offer 
their communities 
better ways of 
working together, 
with over 14 million students, faculty and staff worldwide now 
using Google for Education and 72 of the top 100 universities in 
the U.S. having gone Google (according to Google). Institutions 
for higher education everywhere are using the cloud to improve 
collaboration, increase efficiency, save costs and reduce envi-
ronmental impact without sacrificing privacy or security.”  

County teachers and administrators are currently training on a 
wide range of tools available in the G Suite collection.  G Suite 
for Education will be an invaluable tool to help keep students 
more organized and give them the ability to work on school 
work regardless of device and location.  The move towards pa-
perless classrooms will benefit the system not only from a cost 
perspective but also have a positive environmental component.  

Teachers - Follow the link to view YouTube training videos for 
the G Suite for Education. BCS Google Training Playlist.

Education the Disney way, YES!
Explore, Inquire and be In-
spired...That is exactly what 
twenty-four Pathways Bradley 
students did over Spring Break!  
Health Science, IT and Advanced 
Manufacturing students from 
Bradley Central and Walker Valley 
participated in an educational 
experience of a life time at Walt 
Disney World in Orlando, Florida.  
The students took part in the 
Disney Youth Education Series.  
The students participated in a 
rich educational experience three 
hours a day for three days.  

On the first day, the students 
explored the future of technology behind the scenes at Test 

The month of March marks the two year anniversary of the 
Walker Valley High School family’s service at the Salvation Army 
of Cleveland. Students and staff work together to provide a meal 
on the fourth Sunday of every month to those in need. Each 
month a student group (club, team, or class) volunteers to work 

together, along with WV 
staff members, to prepare 
a meal, serve, fellowship 
with our guests, and clean 
after. In the past two years, 
over 250 students have 
served along with more 
than 40 staff members.

The Walker Valley family 
also raises money to pro-
vide the funding for this 
meal. Typically the cost is 
$150-$200 per month for 
food and paper products 
for roughly 120 meals. On 
March 24, WV hosted the 
inaugural  Quarter Auction 
where 100% of the money 

raised went directly into this meal account. Generous donations 
of auction items from individuals and local businesses provided 
the basis for this fun event. Walker Valley’s very own student band, 
A Few Chosen, provided music prior to the auction and during 
intermission. This night was very successful bringing in $1,100!

Pathway students visit Disney World in Orlando over Spring Break to take 
part in the Disney Youth Education Series

Members of the WVHS Softball team help 
provide meals in March for the Salvation 

Army of Cleveland.

Track and Mission Space at Epcot 
Center. On the second day, the 
students were immersed in 
Disney Leadership. They inves-
tigated proven management 
strategies employed by The Walt 
Disney Company. They witnessed 
how leadership spurs innova-
tion and promotes personal and 
professional success. The last 
day of Disney YES, the students 
embarked on an interactive 
adventure where they explored 
the physics of light and sound 
through select attractions at the 
Magic Kingdom. 

The Disney YES program was truly a “Magical” experience for all 
involved.  

http://getedspire.com/top-5-advantages-google-apps-k-12-education/
http://getedspire.com/top-5-advantages-google-apps-k-12-education/
http://getedspire.com/top-5-advantages-google-apps-k-12-education/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJRw7U503TMQtgQ2Plo07y7DvnVXJQCly


County Spotlights

Around The County Podcast

Student Spotlight - Virtual 
School Students

BCS Spotlight - United Sound at 
Ocoee Middle School

Coming in April - Bradley Co. Schools 
System Level Teachers of the Year

The newest addition to the Director’s View, The Around the County Podcast, will focus 
on the theme each month of the Director’s View. March’s theme is Healthy Choices.  This 
month, we talked with Coordinated School Health coordinator, Karen Slater.  Coordinat-
ed School Health provides information and activities to help students and teachers live 
healthy.  Stay up to date with all the great things happening in the Bradley County Schools 
system with the Director’s View and the Around the County Podcast.

The Around The County Podcast is now available on iTunes.  You can add this address to 
your favorite podcast app - http://thinkcte.org/category/podcast/feed/ for immediate 
access to the Around The County Podcast.

Students in Bradley County, 
and all across Tennessee, 
deserve an education that 
prepares them for success 
after high school.  Whether 
pursuing a military career, 
a four-year degree, career 
certification, or employ-
ment, students will need to 
be able to solve problems, 
think critically, and commu-
nicate clearly.  TNReady will 
measure students’ progress 
building these real-world skills, and it will give students and teachers valuable informa-
tion for keeping the learning on track.  Taking TNReady is taking an important step to-
ward graduating ready to take on the world and win!  TNReady is Tennessee’s statewide 
assessment designed to measure what students have learned.
TNReady is a big step forward from the old TCAP tests because it allows students to show 
what they know and what they can do with multiple-choice and multiple-answer items, 
open-ended questions, and problems that require students to show how they arrived at 
their answer.  It will also give students, teachers, and parents useful information about 
how to help their students acquire the knowledge needed for the next grade and the 
21st century skills needed after graduation.
Bradley County students will begin TNReady testing April 17th.  Tests will be broken 
down into subparts that are shorter in duration than previous TCAP assessments so 
that regular instruction can continue on during the day. Our vision is ‘Growing Students 
– Building Futures’ and we want to ensure that we provide every child with the educa-
tional opportunity to excel starting with day one and continuing on until the last day of 
school.  Everyday matters and students must attend to achieve.
Want to know more?  Visit www.tnready.gov to get a copy of the Parent Guide.
Or visit www.expectmoretn.org for ideas to help students at home. 
Need a resource to help students who may be struggling with a particular standard?  Go 
to http://www.edutoolbox.org  or https://www.khanacademy.org/
Both are free sites that allow you to find help with the subject area, grade level, and 
individual Tennessee standard that you need support with. 

(See TNReady page 5)

Are YOU TNReady?

http://thinkcte.org/
https://thinkcte.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/marchspotlightbcvs.mp4
https://thinkcte.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/marchspotlightus.mp4
https://thinkcte.files.wordpress.com/2017/02/feb2017teacher2a.mp4
https://thinkcte.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/atc033017.mp3
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/around-the-county-podcast/id1210157920
http://www.tnready.gov
http://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/education/attachments/tnready_parent_guide.pdf
http://www.expectmoretn.org
http://www.edutoolbox.org
https://www.khanacademy.org/


(from CSH page 1)
form of GoNoodle and other free websites, 
and other ideas through the provision of 
resources created for this cause.
CSH also offers professional development op-
portunities for all physical education teachers 
to keep them up to date with what’s new and 
trending in their field of expertise.
We are fortunate to have school nurses and 
coverage at 15 of our 16 schools.  Last year, 
we had over 116,000 student visits to the 
nurse with a 97% return rate back to class.  
This helps to show what great work our 
school nurses do to help students be well and 
stay in class so they may have the opportuni-
ty to learn.  Our school nurses even provide 
health education in the form of mini lessons 
to students, educational bulletin boards, posts 
in school newsletters, and workshops for 
teachers to keep them updated on the latest 
information needed to help take care of our 
students and those with whom we work.
CSH encourages teachers and students to al-
ways be physically active and works with com-
munity businesses to offer discounts on gym 
memberships and exercise classes.  Employ-
ees are also informed of community events 
that encourage physical activity and nutrition 
in order to aid their health and wellness.
There are many other ways that Coordinat-
ed School Health helps within each of our 
schools.  You may visit our website that is 
linked with the Bradley County Schools web-
page, follow Bradley County Schools on Face-
book or follow Bradley County Schools Coordi-
nated School Health on twitter @SafflesSlater 
to keep up with current activities.

Nurse Melinda at Black Fox Elementary checking for swol-
len glands as part of Coordinated School Health program.

(from TNReady page 4)
Bradley County Schools just completed the 
ACT state-wide testing for all juniors.  This is 
now a graduation requirement.  Hats off to 
our junior class with about 98% participation 
that day!  You guys rock!!!!

(from House Days page 2)
the [academic] standards. 
“We have found we need to say, ‘Let’s see it; let’s do it; let’s touch it.’ Children need 
things to be hands-on. That is when they get excited.” 
Students were treated to a wide range of hands-on math and science activities. They 
engineered structures with building kits and Lego bricks. They experimented with 
magnets and various metal objects. As they played, they and their teachers dis-
cussed everything from water surface tension to the names of bones in the body.
This was the school’s way of celebrating its latest “House Day”. Hopewell has divided 
all its students into four “houses” to encourage students of different grades to get 
to know each other and to promote friendly competition as students earn points for 
doing good deeds.
Every nine weeks, the school hosts a “House Day” to allow each of the four groups 
to take part in activities together. These activities have often included field day-type 
games and other team-building activities.
“Things have been going well with our “House Days”, but one element we didn’t 
have was the academic side of things,” said Principal Tim Riggs. “The kids love the 
new science and math experiments, because it’s all hands-on.” 
The $5,000 BCPEF grant was used to purchase a variety of science and math activ-
ities and materials, ranging from building kits and electronic circuit toys to rolling 
storage containers to house everything.
Riggs praised the teachers who helped write the BCPEF grant in an effort to add 
more hands-on learning activities to the fun activity days. These included Hopewell, 
physical education teacher, Robin McChesney, third-grade teacher, Brittany Ste-
phens, kindergarten teacher, Aimee Passavant and Title I staff member Roxanne 
Gassaway.
Taylor added the gift of the grant is one which is sure to keep on giving, even on days 
which are not “House Days”. Every teacher will now have the option to borrow the 
activities to use with their individual classes.
Representatives of the BCPEF toured the school Friday to see firsthand how all the 
new equipment was being used.
Students eagerly shared how they were doing with each activity, and many were 
able to explain how each one worked. For example, students in one group shared 
how they were able to use magnets to move metal toy cars, because of the opposite 
poles of the magnets repelling.
BCPEF Executive Director Lynn Voelz said she is proud of the teachers at Hopewell for 
coming up with ways to get students involved in STEM activities.
“We are amazed every time we award these grants to see the innovative things 
teachers come up with,” Voelz said. “We were able to see some of that great innova-
tion here at Hopewell”. 
Voelz added the struggle to get students interested in subjects like math and science 
is “a universal one,” and the BCPEF was glad to play a part in providing the means to 
help make these lessons more fun. 

(Article from the March 12, 2017 Cleveland Daily Banner)

http://clevelandbanner.com/stories/house-days-at-hopewell-mean-hands-on-stem-activities,54326


Imagine a school where students and teachers might “attend” at any 
time of the day or night or any day of the week.  Imagine a school 
where dress code is almost always your choice.  Attending a school 
that “never sleeps” is one of the benefits of the Bradley County Virtual 
School (BCVS).   In the “virtual” world, we consider this to be “asyn-
chronous”-we do not all attend school at the same time.   As is true in 
every school in Bradley County, students are our focus and advancing 
learning through a technological process is our methodology.  For the 
most part, our school is progressively working toward growing our stu-
dents while at the same time we are building their futures.  Students 
must have strong self-discipline to be an “independent” student and 
must possess strong reading and writing skills.  Often, high achieving 
students are astonished when they realize the demands of learning 
virtually.

Bradley County Virtual School is now accepting student registration for 
students in grades 6-12 for consideration for the 2017-2018 school-

year.  After registration forms and current transcripts are received, student-parent interviews will be conducted.  You may find regis-
tration forms and more information on our website.

A school that never sleeps

Bradley County Virtual School students working virtually to demonstrate 
skills needed to be successful in an independent  environment.

(from Healthy Behaviors page 1)

As your child grows older, parenting becomes less about control and more 
about offering guidance. You can help support your teen in making responsible 
decisions by providing a solid foundation built upon sharing your time, experi-
ence, values, trust, and love. Throughout their teenage years, your child will be 
confronted with many difficult situations where choosing to make a safe and 
healthy decision may not be the easiest – or most obvious – thing to do. I have 
included some suggestions to help guide conversations with your child. I feel 
very blessed to be a part of the lives of each child in Bradley County Schools.

Talk with your teen about choices.

1. Teens sometimes believe they don’t have any choice in the outcome of 
difficult situations. Help your teen to see alternatives that may be smarter, 
more responsible options.

2. Define what constitutes a safe or smart choice. Help your teen understand 
that their health is often the most important factor involved in deci-
sion-making.

 
Help your teen to identify and compare the possible consequences of all of the 
available choices.

1. How will the results affect your teen’s goals? For example, how would smok-
ing affect playing on the soccer team?

2. Explain (without lecturing) the consequences of different choices.
 
Allow your teen to make a decision and carry it out.

1. Ask if your teen has a plan.
2. Remember, your teen may make different choices than you would prefer.
 
Later, ask your teen how things worked out.

1. What did he or she learn from the decision?
2. Allow your teen to live and learn from mistakes.
3. Praise your teen when he or she makes a good choice.

Elementary students using alternative seating options as a meth-
od of incorporating physical activity throughout the school day.
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