
Bradley County Schools began a green 
initiative long before most school systems 
in Tennessee.  In fact, when they decided 
to begin an Energy Management Program 
in 1999, Bradley County Schools would 
become the first school 
district in the state 
of Tennessee to have 
a full-time Energy 
Manager!  The program 
included behavioral and 
operational changes, as 
well as adopting energy 
guidelines to help us 
save energy dollars and 
be better stewards of 
our environment. To 
date (see attached data) 
the program has saved 
over $15 million and re-
duced the omission of CO2 by over 86,000 
tons!  Here are just a few of the green 
initiatives that Bradley County Schools has 
put into place:
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April is the month we look at conser-
vation and focus on how we can make 
our environment better. Many of our 
students have committed to being 
more mindful of how we as citizens 
can help keep our environment clean. 
In honor of 
their com-
mitment to 
treat our 
earth better, 
I thought I 
would share 
some facts 
on how 
much waste 
we produce 
in a day. 
Hopefully 
the articles will inspire each of us to do 
our fair share. 
Energy & Waste - The average Ameri-
can produces more than four pounds 
of garbage per day. Over the course of 
a year, that is more than 1,600 pounds 
of garbage per person. In the U.S.A., 

(See BCS Green page 5)

April Highlights
(Click highlighted links to jump to page)

Elementary News - Page 2
North Lee’s Kindergarteners “Sprouting”
Black Fox’s Pick 5 Campaign
Taylor wins $50,000 Grant
Black Fox’s New Band program

Secondary News - Page 3
GOAL Academy Green Team
“Being Green” at Walker Valley

Spotlights - Page 4
Arabella Hammonds, Student - Charleston 
Elementary
Karen Allen,  Teacher - Taylor Elementary
Jamie Maupin, Parent Volunteer - Black Fox 
Elementary
Dana Yost, Prinicpal - North Lee Elementary

May Theme - Celebrating Our Students

Green Initiatives in Bradley County

Leading the Way

April’s theme - Green Initiatives. This month BCS celebrates the many Green Initiatives happening in our schools. 
From energy saving programs conducted by the BCS Energy Manager to Elementary, Middle, and High School re-
cycling programs, Bradley County Schools is doing their part to help conserve energy and help the environment. 

Pictured above - students at Park View Elementary helping to recycle paper. 
Click Here to view Cumulative Energy Management Program Savings Document

Bradley Co. Schools Green Initiatives Saves Energy, Money
 - Adopted Energy Guidelines for the entire 
school system which addresses operation of 
any equipment that draws energy, the value 
of shutting down equipment, temperature set 
points, and established walk-through energy 

audits to ensure that fac-
ulty/staff were in compli-
ance with those guidelines.
- Converted exit signs from 
incandescent bulbs to cfl’s.
- Began to pull display lights 
out of vending machines.
- Replaced all inefficient 
“typhoon” HVAC in all  el-
ementary schools with 
more efficient HVAC with 
variable frequency speeds 
and dual compressors.
- Replaced old, ineffi-
cient HVAC controls with 

more efficient and user friendly controls to 
help schedule events and help maintenance 

(See BCS Green page 4)

Earth Day

https://thinkcte.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/cumulative-energy-management-program-savings-99-16.pdf


Taylor Elementary has received a $50,000 grant from the Annenberg 
School Fund for Children!  This grant will be used to finish attaining the 
school’s technology goal of having a device in the hand of every student 
from kindergarten to 5th grade.  Additionally, this grant will support the 
use of technology in students’ homes by assisting with internet access 
and online resources.  Fourth and fifth grade students will be the focus 
of this grant, and teachers are excited about the transformational change 
this will bring in preparing these students for colleges and careers.  It is 
the goal of Taylor Elementary teachers to capitalize on the engaging as-
pects of technology to build literacy skills, and ultimately a love of read-
ing, in students.  Reading opens the mind to immeasurable information.  
Yet, reading alone is not literacy.  To be literate, students must be able to 
use the information in a variety of complex processes.  Simply gathering 
factual information is no longer enough in a globalized world.  Through 
this grant, Taylor students will be empowered to learn, analyze, synthe-
size and relate information in a meaningful way.   As a result of a com-
bined emphasis on literacy and technology, they will be able to apply 21st 
century skills in advanced ways as they communicate with people across 
the globe via Skype, email, and blogs.  Through internet-based activities 
such as these, Taylor students will become impassioned about the world 

(See Grant page 5)

Elementary News
On Thursday, April 21, North 
Lee Elementary kindergarten 
classes welcomed Joanne 
Maskew and a group of vol-
unteers from Keep Cleveland/
Bradley Beautiful. The kin-
dergarteners had a cross-cur-
riculum experience planting 
sunflowers seeds and learning 
how to care for the plants and 
transplant the sprout once it 

matured. The students really enjoyed this visit. The kindergarteners were 
able to apply knowledge learned from a previous reading unit to a hands-
on learning activity in the classroom.

North Lee Kindergarten 
classes ‘sprouting ’

Black Fox’s “Pick 5”
“Pick 5 and Lend a Hand”- When you see students pick-
ing up trash at Black Fox Elementary, it isn’t a special 
event. It’s a green initiative that encourages the dai-
ly collection of 5 pieces of trash to keep the school and 
surrounding areas clean. It only takes a few seconds to 
“Pick 5” so teachers encourage students to pick up stray 
pieces of paper or any garbage that they see on their 
way back from the playground or to and from class-
es. Such a simple request teaches students (and facul-
ty) that if everyone picks up just one handful of trash, 
together they can change the environment.  The “Pick 
5 and Lend a Hand” initiative is keeping Black Fox Ele-
mentary School students working together to keep their 
school beautiful and to make a difference in their world.North Lee kindergarteners hard at work planting and caring for sunflowers

Black Fox Students picking up their “5 pieces of trash”

Taylor wins $50,000 Grant



comes and picks up the recycled products and then takes them to 
their center to be sorted through.

Not only does Walker Valley recycle but they are reminding teach-
ers and students to conserve energy and water throughout the 

year. There are recycling ad-
vertisements and posters hung 
throughout the hallways, class-
rooms, and bathrooms. On light 
switches there are friendly re-
minders to turn the lights off to 
conserve once there is no stu-
dents during lunch hours or af-
ter school hours. Also the Green 
Team bought low energy power 
strips for teacher plan centers 
for them to use instead of us-
ing major amounts of power for 
laptops and other electron-
ics. Mrs. Wielfeart, an amazing 

English teacher at Walker explained that every day the teach-
ers are reminded to try and unplug computers, coffee makers, 
fridges, and other things that require power after being used.
The system Walker Valley has in place towards conservation has 
impacted the school to make the blue and gold halls, a greener 
place.

Secondary News
GOAL Academy Green Team

“Being Green” at Walker Valley

The Green Team at GOAL Academy is comprised of approximately 
twelve students with two teachers (Mrs. Rymer and Coach Shonts) 
guiding their efforts.  We meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays for 
one hour.  Our 
weekly duties 
include walk-
ing the perim-
eter of campus 
collecting lit-
ter and han-
dling the re-
cycling needs 
for the entire 
building.  The 
Green Team 
also participates in the Coke Rewards Program and 
collects can tabs for the Ronald McDonald House.

Aside from flexing our recycling muscles on campus; the Green 
Team delves into matters of the mind weekly as well.  Subjects 
vary and are quite diverse but are connected by the common 
thread of energy conservation and its positive/negative practical 

applications.  Examples include; geothermal heating and current 
homebuilding trends, the TVA solar panel grant, ethanol produc-
tion and its impacts on other industries, and wind turbines in pop-

ulated/non-popu-
lated areas. 
Our meetings 
will typically con-
clude with a ten 
to twelve minute 
conversation cov-
ering the topic of 
the day.  Half of the 
students are told 
to give the pros 
of their viewpoint 

on the topic, while the other students present the cons. 
During these conversations, the teachers mediate the stu-
dent’s position, offer input, and direct questions.  At the 
conclusion of our meetings, we determine whether the re-
search topic is currently a viable or cost effective option.

(see GOAL Green Team page 4)

By: WVHS student Laura Simmons

Students run an important part of Walker Valley High School’s 
conservation of energy project. The school has began a move-
ment that encourages not to waste, and reinforces the idea that 
every little bit helps not only 
the school but the environment. 
The students’ push for recycling 
and reducing the use of excess 
energy is led by a sophomore 
Mathew Campbell. He organiz-
es the teams’ responsibilities 
throughout the semesters. The 
Green Team members earn 
community service hours while 
helping out for the clubs that 
require them to participate in. 

These service hours must be 
earned however, even if the 
students have to strive to wake up a little earlier on some occa-
sions. The team meets twice a week on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at seven thirty in the morning. The teachers have recycling bins 
for paper and plastic that they place outside their doors ready 
for the students to collect and transfer into a large recycling bin 
outside the school. A major recycling organization, Rock Tenn, 

GOAL Academy Green Team students giving back to the community



County Spotlights

Student Spotlight - Arabella Hammond 
Charleston Elementary

Administrator Spotlight - Dana Yost 
North Lee Elementary

Parent Volunteer - Jamie Maupin 
Black Fox Elementary

Teacher Spotlight - Karen Allen,
Taylor Elementary

(from BCS Green page 1)
in their efforts to maintain equipment.
 - Adopted energy accounting software which incorporates every utility bill, weather 
data, usage, and the impact of changes on our environment.
- Replaced all inefficient T-12 lighting with more efficient T-8 & T-5 lighting through-
out the system.
- Replaced old inefficient stadium lighting at BCHS & LFMS with state of the art 
efficient stadium lighting.
- Began initiative to replace all units 25 years and older, and have completed that at 
OMS, TES, and MAES.
- Opened BCS’ first geo-thermal school with Park View Elementary.  PVES happens 
to use the least energy per square foot and costs less to operate per square foot 
than any school in Bradley County.
- Currently working on a massive Energy Project within BCS & Bradley County Gov-
ernment to the cost of $20 million, but the savings generated from the changes will 
pay for the equipment/labor in a guaranteed agreement.  The enhancements/re-
placements will include HVAC upgrades/replacements, new technology to enhance 
HVAC controls, significant help to our maintenance department which will allow 
them to increase preventive maintenance and overall productivity, enhanced school 
appearance on both the inside and outside through new windows and LED light-
ing, improve indoor air quality and improve comfort consistency, and incorporate 
solar panels at both WVHS and BCHS as well as discussion with Wacker for a future 
business partner in helping us become more green!  And lower our carbon footprint 
significantly!
This is just a small snapshot of green initiatives for Bradley County Schools, as we 
are constantly looking for ways to be better stewards of not only taxpayer dollars 
but great stewards of our environment as well!  Go Green!!! - Click Here to view 
Cumulative Energy Management Program Savings Document

(from GOAL Green Team page 3)
As we prepare to celebrate Earth Day we will have the students research the origins 
of Earth Day and how it is celebrated across the world.  Each one of the students 
on the Green Team is also a member of our “Earth Awareness Club”.  Getting them 
involved in Earth Day is something they will be able to carry with them as they begin 
to transition into the adult world.

Subscribe to the Director’s View 
Newsletter - Click Here

Upcoming Events - May Dates

Staff Development Day - May 24th - No School
Report Cards - May 25th (ABBREVIATED DAY)

Charleston Elementary
AR Reward - May 10th

Leaders for Life Party - May 16th
Field Day - May 18th

Ocoee Middle School
OMS Choir Concert - May 3rd

Park View Elementary
Choir Concert - May 3rd

Field Day - May 13th
Lee University Math Competition - May 14th

Taylor Elementary
Health Fair - May 11th

Beta Club Banquet - May 16th
Field Day - May 17th

Walker Valley High School
WVHS Jazz Concert - May 3rd

WVHS Choir Concert - May 5th
WVHS Graduation - May 12th

https://thinkcte.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/studentapril2016.mp4
https://thinkcte.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/administratorapril20162.mp4
https://thinkcte.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/parentapril2016.mp4
https://thinkcte.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/teacherapril2016.mp4
https://thinkcte.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/cumulative-energy-management-program-savings-99-16.pdf
https://thinkcte.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/cumulative-energy-management-program-savings-99-16.pdf
https://thinkcte.files.wordpress.com/2016/02/cscc-stem-camps.pdf
http://thinkcte.org/subscribe-to-the-directors-newsletter/
http://thinkcte.org/subscribe-to-the-directors-newsletter/


Recently, 5th grade students were given the opportunity to prac-
tice with different instruments as part of a new band program 
at Black Fox Elementary School.  The school’s Principal, Dr. Kim 
Fisher, worked with Lake 
Forest Middle School band 
teachers, Mark Dortwegt 
(Mr. D) and Tanner Hunt, to 
coordinate this activity for 
students who expressed an 
interest in playing in the band 
in middle school or for those 
who were yet to be involved 
in a leisure activity.  Students 
were allowed to try out vari-
ous instruments such as the 
flute or clarinet and were also 
taught a new song on recorders that will be performed at their 
5th grade graduation.  Afterwards, the students expressed their 

excitement about being in band next year and their appreci-
ation for Mr. D and Mr. Hunt.  Dr. Fisher explained that it was 
the school’s goal this year to get every 5th grader involved in 

an extracurricular activi-
ty, so in addition to choir, 
drama, sports’ teams and 
cheerleading, other clubs 
were added such as  archery 
and walking club. She hopes 
that the addition of band 
will encourage students to 
continue with this activity at 
the middle and high school 
level where it is already 
established and successful, 

and will teach students a skill 
that can be enjoyed for a lifetime.

perboard each year. Preventing one ton of paper waste saves 
between 15 and 17 mature trees. By recycling 1 ton of pa-
per, we save enough energy to heat a home for six months. 

Water - Almost 97% of the world’s water is salty or otherwise un-
drinkable. Another 2% is locked 
in ice caps and glaciers. Only 1% 
is usable for agriculture, manu-
facturing, and personal needs. 
The average American uses about 
100 gallons of water per day and 
more than 100,000 gallons of wa-
ter per year. Every square mile of 
the oceans contains more than 
46,000 pieces of floating plastic. 
About 8 million metric tons 
of plastic goes into the ocean 
each year. The U.S. consumes 
3.9 trillion gallons of wa-

ter every month. There are 
5 trillion pieces of floating plastic in the world’s oceans.
Sources: Environmental Protection Agency, Associated Press, Clean Air Coun-
cil, Recycle Across America, World Food Day, The Water Information Pro-
gram, PLOS(Compiled by Claudia Atticot and Alexandra Manning, 2016)

(See Director’s page 1)
organic waste is the second-highest component of landfills, which 
are the largest source of methane emissions. The U.S. wastes 30-
40% of its food supply, more than 20 pounds of food per person 
every month. Almost half of the food in the U.S. goes to waste 
- approximately 3,000 pounds per 
second. The recycling rate has 
increased from less than 10% in 
1980 to more than 34% in 2011.

Plastic - Every year, Ameri-
cans throw away enough pa-
per and enough plastic cups, 
forks, and spoons to cir-
cle the equator 300 times.
In 2012, the U.S. produced 32 
million tons of plastic. Only 
9% was recovered for re-
cycling. It takes about 450 
years for plastic beverage bot-
tles to break down in a landfill. The energy saved by recy-
cling one plastic bottle can power a computer for 25 minutes. 

Glass - It  takes  approximately 1 million  years for a glass 
bottle to break down in a landfill. The energy saved from 
recycling one glass bottle will operate a 100-watt light 
bulb for four hours. Producing  glass from new materi-
als requires  30%  more  energy than using used glass. 

Paper - Americans use about 69 million tons of paper and pa-

Park View students helping to recycle paper as part of their Green 
Initiative program
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Black Fox Students work with LFMS Band Directors

Black Fox’s New Band Program

(from Grant page 2)
and interacting with it.  Principal Elizabeth Kaylor stated “This 
technology promises unprecedented change that will motivate, 
inspire, and engage children.  We look forward to the empowering 
impact we will have on students by delivering literacy instruction 
via technology.”  The new equipment and resources acquired with 
this funding will be in place by the start of the 2016-17 school year. 

http://www.bradleyschools.org
http://thinkcte.org/
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